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had thought it dull to have so many commas about; but the
remedy was much worse than dullness. Avoidance of what
a correspondent supposes to be dull, but what would in fact
be natural and right, accounts also for the following piece
of vicarious rhetoric; the writer is not nearly so excited, it
may be suspected, as his semicolons would make him out.
The ordinary sensible man would have (i) used commas, and
(2) either omitted the third and fourth denies (reminding us
of Zola's famous f accuse y not vicarious, and on an adequate
occasion), or else inserted an and before the last repetition.
Mr. Loomis denies all three categorically. He denies that the
Asphalt Company paid him £2,000 or any other sum; denies that he
purchased a claim against the Venezuelan Government and then used
his influence when Minister at Caracas to collect the claim; denies
that he agreed with Mr. Meyers or anybody else to use his influence
for money.—Times.
A particular use of the semicolon experimented upon by
Dickens may be here mentioned. When he had occasion to
interrupt a sentence with a parenthesis of some length, he would
enclose this not between commas, brackets, or dashes (see
dashes, m.), but between a pair of semicolons:
Such was the account; rapidly furnished in whispers, and inter-
rupted, brief as it was, by many false alarms of Mr. PecksnifFs return;
which Martin received of his godfather's decline.—dickens.
The double dash would clearly have been less upsetting to
the reader.
10. The exclamation-mark when there is no exclamation.
My friend! this conduct amazes me!—B.
We must differ altogether from Beadnell's rule that 'This
point is used to denote any sudden emotion of the mind,
whether of joy, grief, surprise, fear, or any other sensation'—
at least as it is exemplified in his first instance, given above.
The exclamation-mark after friend is justifiable, not the other.
The stop should be used, with one exception, only after real
exclamations. Real exclamations include (i) the words recog-

